
Request retroactive approval of an agreement (“Agreement”) with the State of California (“State”) 
Department of Public Health (“CDPH”) to provide CDPH with marriage license data, maintained on 
the County’s behalf by the Department of the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk (“RR/CC”), in 
electronic file transfer protocol (“FTP”) at a cost to CDPH not to exceed $25,000.

SUBJECT

August 03, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

REQUEST RETROACTIVE APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH TO PROVIDE STATE WITH MARRIAGE LICENSE DATA

(All Districts - 3 Votes)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Authorize retroactive approval of the Agreement with CDPH for RR/CC to provide CDPH with 
marriage license data from January 1, 1990 through June 30, 2011 via electronic FTP format 
transmission, in its current form as maintained by the RR/CC with no additional work, effective June 
28, 2010 through June 30, 2011, at a cost to CDPH not to exceed $25,000.  The Agreement meets 
the retroactive contract exception criteria in Board Policy 5.015 as the County will receive funds from 
a higher form of government.  The Agreement will have no negative impact to the County general 
fund and will generate additional revenue for the Department.

2. Authorize the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk, or designee, to prepare and execute amendments 
to the Agreement, as necessary, provided that County Counsel approval is obtained prior to 
executing any such amendment.  

3. Authorize the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk, or designee, to terminate the Agreement pursuant 
to the termination provisions contained in the Agreement, provided that County Counsel approval is 
obtained prior to terminating the Agreement.
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PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended action is to obtain Board approval of the Agreement with CDPH 
for RR/CC to provide marriage license data maintained by RR/CC to CDPH in electronic FTP format 
at a total cost to CDPH not to exceed $25,000.  

In accordance with California Health and Safety Code (H&SC), marriage license data maintained by 
RR/CC is already in electronic format as RR/CC is required by law to maintain a true copy of these 
records.  Original documents are sent to the State as they are the official records keeper; however, 
RR/CC is also required by law to provide a true copy of these records to the public upon request as 
one of its core missions to provide Los Angeles County with essential records management.  

CDPH currently keeps marriage license data in hardcopies and is requesting the data in electronic 
FTP format from all County Clerks and Recorders Statewide and has budgeted $25,000 to obtain 
marriage license data from Los Angeles County in this format.  The information is public record and 
the RR/CC is allowed to charge for copies of these vital records.  Your Board has previously 
approved a fee of $34.00 per FTP site for electronic copies of real property records (County Code 
2.32.152).  The RR/CC will use this rate to calculate the fee for services to CDPH as the process to 
prepare the files is very similar.  The $25,000 budgeted by CDPH should be sufficient to cover the 
secure electronic transfer of the data; however, as the official records keeper of these vital records, 
the State has the authority to require counties to provide the data (H&SC Section 102230).  The 
request from CDPH will not cause any additional work as CDPH will accept the marriage license 
data from counties in its existing form, no re-configuration or additional data fields will be needed.  

Your Board Policy 5.015 allows County departments to enter into an agreement that will provide 
funds from a higher level of government prior to Board approval if necessary to secure funds.  The 
Agreement with CDPH has been executed by the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk to meet the 
State’s deadline; however, no work will be performed by the RR/CC prior to Board approval of the 
Agreement.   

 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

This request supports the County Strategic Plan as follows:

Goal No. 1:  Operational Effectiveness: Strategy 2: Service Excellence and Organizational 
Effectiveness: a & b, by supporting responsive County operations and improving County 
partnerships with external agencies.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

CDPH will accept the marriage license data in FTP format as maintained by RR/CC, in its current 
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form, with no additional work, data fields, or data re-configuration. The marriage license data is 
public record and the Board has previously approved a fee of $34.00 per FTP site to provide 
information in FTP format.  The Agreement with CDPH will generate up to $25,000 in revenue.  
There is no negative impact to Net County Cost.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The RR/CC is responsible for maintaining vital records (e.g., birth, death, and marriage certificates) 
for the County of Los Angeles pursuant to Section 27322.2 of the Government Code.  Per California 
Health and Safety Code, Division 102, the State is the official records keeper.  State law, H&SC 
Section 102355, requires the RR/CC to send CDPH the original recorded documents.  The RR/CC is 
also required by law to keep a true copy of the documents in a safe and separate place that will 
reasonably assure its preservation indefinitely.  The RR/CC keeps a true copy of every vital record in 
digital (electronic) format for daily operational needs and microfilm for archival purposes.  

CDPH has the marriage license data in hardcopy and is now requesting the marriage license data 
from January 1, 1990 to June 30, 2011 be provided in electronic FTP format from all County Clerks 
and Recorders Statewide to assist them in indexing the data, and has identified funds to reimburse 
counties for the electronic marriage license data files.  The marriage license data will be provided in 
its current form with no additional work, re-configuration, or additional data fields in a secure FTP 
transmission to CDPH.  CDPH has budgeted $25,000 for the marriage license data from Los 
Angeles County.  Using the Board-approved fee of $34 per FTP site (County Code 2.32.152), 
RR/CC estimates the funds allocated by the State are sufficient.  

 
Board Policy 5.015 allows County departments to enter into an agreement that will provide funds 
from a higher level of government prior to Board approval if necessary to secure the funds.  The 
Agreement with CDPH has been executed by the Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk; however, no 
work will be performed by the RR/CC prior to Board approval of the Agreement.  The Agreement is 
for one year, effective June 28, 2010 through June 30, 2011 for marriage license data from January 
1, 1990 to June 30, 2011, at a cost to CDPH not to exceed $25,000.  The Agreement may be 
modified upon mutual consent of the parties or terminated by either party giving 30 days advance 
notice to the other party.

County Counsel and Chief Information Office (CIO) have reviewed this Board letter.  CIO has 
reviewed the Agreement between the State and County and determined there is no technology 
issue; therefore a CIO analysis is not required.  County Counsel has reviewed and approved the 
Agreement as to form. 

CONTRACTING PROCESS

This Agreement is a government to government agreement.  There was no contracting process 
associated with this Agreement.  

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

There is no impact on current services as the County is required by California Health and Safety 
Code to provide marriage license data to the State and currently does so by providing the original 
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hardcopy documents.  Providing the information electronically is easier, quicker, cost-efficient, and 
secure.

CONCLUSION

Upon approval of the recommendation, it is requested that the Executive Officer/Clerk of the Board 
return one original stamped copy of the adopted Board letter to:

     County of Los Angeles Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk
     12400 Imperial Highway, Room 7201
     Norwalk, CA 90650
     Attention:  Ngozi Ume, Manager
     Finance and Management Division

Respectfully submitted,

DEAN C. LOGAN

Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk

DCL:DM:NU:rl

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
Chief Information Officer
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